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January 7, 2021 
   
To: Whom it may concern 
From: Rev. Paul A. Whitlock 
Re: Shea Darian  
  
It is my pleasure and joy to recommend to you Shea Darian for ordination in the UCC. 
  
I have known Shea for a little over two years. In that time, she has been an active member of The Palms where 
I serve on staff as Senior Pastor. She has the education, experience, and calling to be an ordained minister 
within the UCC.  
  
Shea Darian is called by God, set apart for ministry. She has a pastoral heart having led grief groups at The 
Palms, special worship services, and in one-on-one conversations with congregants. Gentleness is in every 
thought and deed. My soul is refreshed listening to her share her faith story. Whether it is speaking, 
writing/playing/singing her own music, or providing written material, her ability to communicate the Gospel 
truth in love is amazing.  
  
She is dependable and willing to serve the church. She has a spirit, presence, and prophetic voice that we all 
need to experience. Listening with empathy is a strong skill set of hers. Just a short time around her will tell 
you that she is a person of integrity, of compassion, and of grace. She loves God and the church in all its 
manifestations. I appreciate her word choices in particular—If Shea says something, she means it—And what 
she shares is profound.  
  
Simply put, I would give her my highest recommendation. I would hire her to be on staff with me; I would 
want her to visit my loved ones or me in the hospital; I would gladly be a member of a church where she was 
the pastor. I trust her completely. 
  
Listen to her for she is of God. 
  
Shalom,  
  
Paul 
  
Rev. Paul A. Whitlock 
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